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In May 2017, SAT-7 PARS significant-

ly expanded its audience reach by 

launching on the Yahsat satellite. New 

Audience Relations data shows that the 

number of viewers contacting SAT-7 

PARS has almost doubled since the 

channel began to broadcast on Yahsat.  
 

Compared to Hotbird, the platform  

SAT-7 PARS has been broadcasting        

on since 2006, Yahsat provides a much 

stronger signal into the Persian-speaking 

world, including Iran, Afghanistan, and 

Tajikistan. It requires a much smaller 

satellite dish – which is very  attractive 

to viewers in Iran, where all dishes are 

technically illegal! In fact, Yahsat is           

one of the most viewed satellites in the         

region, with an estimated 9.5 million 

viewing households in Iran alone. 
 

Yahsat delivers to SAT-7 PARS a 

whole new audience, one which until 

now has not had the opportunity to see 

any Christian channels on this satellite 

system, since SAT-7 PARS is the first 

and only Christian channel on Yahsat. 

When SAT-7 PARS began broadcast-

ing on Yahsat, in addition to Hotbird, 

the channel’s potential audience        

doubled overnight, providing the op-

portunity to touch many more people 

with a message of God’s love and hope. 
 

After launching on Yahsat, the SAT-7 

PARS Audience Relations team imme-

diately noticed an increase in contact 

from viewers, suggesting that new  

viewers were finding the channel and 

being positively impacted. Overall          

audience ‘engagements’ (which refer to 

a conversation with a viewer, for             

example, a telephone call) increased           

by 95 percent in just a few months! 
 

Panayiotis Keenan, Executive Director 

of the SAT-7 PARS channel, says: 

“It is exciting to see that in a very short 

period of time there has been a huge 

increase in viewers contacting us. It is 

likely that our audience has grown  

substantially in 2017, and new viewers 

are contacting us every month!” 
 

The SAT-7 PARS Audience Relations 

team also noticed a vast increase in 

callers from Afghanistan. They have 

had many encouraging conversations 

with viewers in Afghanistan wanting 

to know more about the Christian 

faith. In a country where believers are 

often isolated and have limited access 

to Christian resources, receiving           

support from our team and having 

24/7 access to encouraging Christian 

programs is a lifeline. This can be  

directly attributed to Yahsat, which 

seems to have far more viewers in  

Afghanistan than the Hotbird satellite. 
 

Keenan explains: “One of our goals  

as a channel is to be more accessible 

to Persian speakers outside of Iran, 

particularly in places such as Afghani-

stan. Yahsat has helped us to do this 

and, as a consequence, we are seeing 

many new and encouraging testimo-

nies coming from viewers in Afghani-

stan. We are now working on provid-

ing even more resources for our         

Afghan audience, such as programs  

in their own dialects.” 
 

With a growing audience and in-

creased viewer engagement, the future 

holds even more opportunities for 

SAT-7 PARS to grow its impact in 

the region. ■  
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In the Middle East and North Africa 

(MENA), some channels expose             

children to violence or harmful ideas – 

the last things they need to see,              

especially when conflict is also their 

everyday reality. 
 

At their worst, programs for all ages 

may portray stereotypes, normalise 

sexism, or even encourage hatred. The 

so-called Islamic State group has used 

its own television station to spread 

propaganda. When children copy what 

they see on-screen, the results can be 

tragic.  

Amid this darkness, SAT-7’s children’s 

programs bring the light of Jesus. A 

wide range of entertaining shows teach 

positive values such as forgiveness,  

tolerance, and respect. 
 

The Arabic children’s channel SAT-7  

KIDS broadcasts 24/7, while the Farsi 

and Turkish-language channels also 

show children’s programs.  
 

The impact of this programming is 

shown by the many messages the  

channels receive from viewers of all 

backgrounds.           
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We memorise all the songs and learn 

biblical stories and Bible verses.” 
 

SAT-7 KIDS provides children’s            

worship shows, such as A Riddle and a 

Story, which encourages viewers to guess 

the parable being portrayed in enter-

taining songs and reports. 
 

Children can also learn from engaging 

biblical teaching. In With Zack (co-

produced by Lighthouse Arab World 

Productions), a young presenter uses 

green-screen technology to bring the 

Bible to a digital generation. The Greatest 

Friend is a musical drama made by           

children, for children that tackles faith-

related questions. 

The impact of this programming can 

go beyond individual children. A more 

tolerant, peaceful future can be ushered 

in by transforming the next generation, 

one viewer at a time. A young girl from 

Lebanon wrote: 

“I love SAT-7 KIDS programs so 

much! In the past, I couldn’t forgive 

people. But after I watched an episode 

about forgiveness, I decided to forgive. 

I pray daily to Jesus and ask Him to fill 

my heart with a forgiving spirit as He 

teaches us in the Bible.” ■ 
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For example, a girl in Iraq said: 

“I love your channel so much! I am not 

a Christian, but I love Jesus and I        

learned to do good deeds from you.” 

In some cases, SAT-7 may be the only 

place a child will hear positive messages 

about taboo issues. For example, City of 

Stars educates viewers about the issues 

faced by children with disabilities. Pro-

grams such as A Girl’s World, a SAT-7 

PARS live show, support young girls to 

navigate the issues they face. 
 

SAT-7 is also a safe place for children to 

ask questions and receive support. The 

new live program Chato, which invites 

Egyptian children to the studio to work 

through their issues via drama and 

counselling, was recently nominated for 

a prestigious international media award. 

For Christian children, SAT-7 is more 

than a safe option – it is a lifeline. Many 

struggle to find children’s resources in 

their own languages. A viewer in Oman 

wrote: 

“We have no church and no Sunday 

School. We feel like we are the only 

Christian family in this country. Thank 

you, SAT-7 KIDS, for your programs. 
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